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Jan. 2026
E.L.
2hrs.

Attempt All of the following:
I. Comprehension passage
Read the following passage and then answer all the questions by choosing A, B or C

Sufism arose out of zuhd, the asceticism which flourished during the first century A.H. (seventh century A
D.). In all parts of the Islamic world of that period there were wandering ascetics who came to be known a
Sufis, possibly because of their wearing Suf (wool). The foundation of the early Sufi belief system was
severe asceticism based mainly on the fear of God (Gibb 1958, p. 10). The first organization of this movemen
appeared in the second century after Muhammad, when small groups of ascetics met to recite the Qur'an an
other religious poems aloud (Trimingham 1965. p. 212).

These recitations gradually. took on a liturgical character centered around the classical Arabic term dhik
(zikr), "remembrance." In the Qur'an, this word refers to worshipping God, bur among Sufis it came to meai
a particular method of worship, justified in the Qur'anic injunction: “Remember God with frequen
recalling;"(3:41). Constant repetition of the name God enabled the Sufi to attain the goal of spiritual ecstas:
or wajd. The ascetic emphasis in Sufism had changed to one on mysticism by the third century after the Hijra
and the general basis of the movement had shifted from the fear of God to the mystical attitude of love anc
adoration of Him. To the Sufis, Allah was the only real being, and the method of finding one's true being wa:
by losing individual consciousness through abandoning the self in the divine Oneness (Trimingham 1965, P
189). Within mysticism religious leadership meanwhile shifted from the "ulama (orthodox religious scholars
to the lower middle or artisan classes, a shift resulting in conflict between orthodox Islam and the Suf
orders(Gibb 1958. p. 104).

During the fourth and fifth centuries A.H. (tenth and eleventh A. D.) Sufism grew in strength, though stil
frowned upon by the 'ulama. It was during this time that the dhikr, from being simple congregationa
recitations of the Qur’an and meditation over it, began to develop a more liturgical quality. Especiall
emphasized was the recitation of chants. The great popularity of this form of worship increased the hostilit
of the "ulama towards the Sufis because they feared that the dhikr might come to take the place of the mosque
as the center of religious life (Gibb 1958, p. 105). Thus by the thirteenth century A. D. the movement hac
begun to develop large organized orders that spread over the whole Islamic world. These orders are not sects
since they are all recognized as equally legitimate: members of different orders pray in the same mosque an
attend the religious rituals and ceremonies of the other orders. Their differences are in their degree o
organization and in their dhikr rituals.

1. At what century did Sufism flourish?
A.seventh century A.D
B.first century A.D.
C.third century A.D.

2. Why were the wandering ascetics called Sufis?
A.because they were interested in asceticism.
B.because they liked wearing suf.

C.because of an unknown reason.



i

3. What was the early Sufi belief system based on?
A.fear of God.
B.fear of supernatural elements.
C.fear of poverty.

4. What does the word “dhikr” (zikr) mean among the Sufis?
A.it means remembrance.
B.it refers to worshipping God.
C.it refers to a particular method of worship.

5.What enabled the Sufi to attain the goal of spiritual ecstasy or wajd?
A.constant repetition of the name of God.
B.wearing a special type of wool.
C.eating a special type of food.
6.When had the ascetic emphasis in Sufism changed to mysticism?
A.By the third century A.D.
B.By the third century after the Hijra.
C.By the fourth century after the Hijra.

7.How did the *ulama react to Sufism?
A.They encourage this movement.
B.They rejected this movement.
C.They ignored this movement.

8.Why were the ’ulama hostile this form of worship?
A.They were afraid that this form might become the center of religious life.
B.They feared that they might lose their jobs.
C.They did not like the Sufis.

9.When had this movement begun to develop large organized orders?
A.by the thirteenth century after the Hijra.
B.by the thirteenth century A.D.
C.by the third century after the Hijra.

10. In what way do members of these order differ?
A.They pray in different mosques.
B.They attend different religious rituals.
C.They differ as to their degree of organization and in their dhikr rituals.

II. Identify and correct the errors in the following sentences:

1. He bought an new car yesterday.

2. Mathematics are my favorite subject.

3. She speaks English fluent.

4. She bought a wooden large round French table.
5. I drived the car very fast.
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